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The 10th anniversary edition of Sherman Alexie's National Book Award-winning and #1 New York

Times bestselling novel--bonus content included!Sherman Alexie, in his first book for young adults,

tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation.

Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the

reservation to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school

mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, beautifully written, semi-autobiographical, and coupled with poignant

drawings that reflect the character's art, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian will

continue to make a lasting impression for many years to come. Bonus content to include an

introduction from National Book Award winner and New York Times bestselling author Jacqueline

Woodson, a new author's note, an excerpt of a sequel from the character Rowdy's point of view,

and more!
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Starred Review. Grade 7â€“10â€”Exploring Indian identity, both self and tribal, Alexie's first young

adult novel is a semiautobiographical chronicle of Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, a Spokane Indian from

Wellpinit, WA. The bright 14-year-old was born with water on the brain, is regularly the target of

bullies, and loves to draw. He says, "I think the world is a series of broken dams and floods, and my



cartoons are tiny little lifeboats." He expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation school

to the rich, white school in Reardan, but soon finds himself making friends with both geeky and

popular students and starting on the basketball team. Meeting his old classmates on the court,

Junior grapples with questions about what constitutes one's community, identity, and tribe. The daily

struggles of reservation life and the tragic deaths of the protagonist's grandmother, dog, and older

sister would be all but unbearable without the humor and resilience of spirit with which Junior faces

the world. The many characters, on and off the rez, with whom he has dealings are portrayed with

compassion and verve, particularly the adults in his extended family. Forney's simple pencil

cartoons fit perfectly within the story and reflect the burgeoning artist within Junior. Reluctant

readers can even skim the pictures and construct their own story based exclusively on Forney's

illustrations. The teen's determination to both improve himself and overcome poverty, despite the

handicaps of birth, circumstances, and race, delivers a positive message in a low-key manner.

Alexie's tale of self-discovery is a first purchase for all libraries.â€”Chris Shoemaker, New York

Public Library Copyright Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights

reserved. --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.

Arnold Spirit, a goofy-looking dorkÂ with a decent jumpshot, spends his time lamenting life on the

"poor-ass" Spokane Indian reservation, drawing cartoons (which accompany, and often provide

more insight than,Â the narrative),Â and, along with hisÂ aptly named pal Rowdy,Â laughing those

laughs over anything and nothingÂ that affix best friends so intricately together.Â When a teacher

pleads with Arnold to want more, to escape the hopelessness of the rez, ArnoldÂ switches to a rich

white school and immediately becomes as much anÂ outcast in his own community as he is a

curiosity in his new one. He weathers the typical teenage indignations and triumphs like a champ

but soon facesÂ farÂ more tryingÂ ordeals as his home life begins to crumble and decay amidst the

suffocating mire of alcoholism on the reservation. Alexie's humor and proseÂ are easygoing and

well suited to his young audience,Â and he doesn't pull many punches as he levels his eye at

stereotypes both warranted and inapt. A few of the plotlines fade to gray by the end, butÂ this

ultimately affirms the incredible power of best friends to hurt and heal in equal measure. Younger

teens looking for the strength to lift themselves out of rough situations would do well to start here.

Chipman, Ian --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.

I love this book. It is written simply yet contains depth. It is written with the raw honesty of a young

man whose life is a struggle, but he does not let that deter him. His Native reality is brutally factual.



He delivers the information in a way that is not a criticism of non-Indians. I have read other books by

Sherman Alexie and this is my favorite.

I have a love/ hate relationship with Alexie's books. This one, I really liked. It was a great story and I

felt I got to know the characters. Spoiler alert: one of them could be Alexie.

This is a funny, touching thought provoking semi-true story about a young man straddling 2 worlds

and beginning to fell like he doesn't fit in either. His innate intelligence will help him get far but each

step forward is away from his family. But his grandma seems to understand and be in his corner.

Semi-autobiographical (realistic), poignant, sad, and hilarious at the same time - an excellent story

about a young American Indian and his struggles to pull himself out of the cycle of poverty,

depression, and alcoholism of life on the reservation. Realistic in it's tough portrayal of racism and

cultural bigotry.

I read this book because so many of my students read it as kids and really enjoyed it. The book is

unflinching in its depiction of social reality--alcoholism and violence on the reservation and racism in

wealthier, white towns surrounding that reservation while at the same time avoiding easy

stereotypes. The characters--white and Native American, male and female--are all

three-dimensional and believable, especially the teenage narrator.More than that, the novel is fun to

read. This sounds odd, given the nature of the subjects covered, but Alexie's wit and insight are

riveting. I read it through in one night and look forward to reading it again in a few months.

Even if it is a crappy book (which it isn't), I always like how Sherman Alexie sees the world. I like it

because it is a story of overcoming adversity plus it is funny. I also applaud Mr. Alexie's fairness in

portraying the white character- the positive and the negative. I must admit that I have my own

biases (as a non-white), but like the character in the story, my personal growth was supported and

encouraged by some white people too. It is because of this support that one changes.

The book is humorous with an undercurrent of sadness. Junior, a bright Native American with some

physical problems, grew up and lives on a reservation but decides to go to a public high school

There he tries to fit in with the white teen agers and teachers. His perceptions of white people and

Native Americans are insightful and often funny. I enjoyed reading this book and recommend it.



I did not get to read this book when I was in high school, and I regret it because it's great. As a

college English major I felt like this is the kind of book that you can't really label in terms of age

group. On one hand, the themes are timeless, and I think everyone should be able to enjoy or relate

in some way regardless of age group. On another hand, the comics are a little immature. The writing

style is very simplistic. The jokes are crude. The descriptions of the teenagers are...accurate

compared to most. So there's no good age to give this to your kid. I guess it is up to the parent read

it as an adult and then determine whether your child is mature enough to handle it. Personally, I

thought the jokes were done well and tastefully. Bonus tip: there's nothing in this book that your kids

haven't already heard at school.
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